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Title: Women of Project Y



Abstract: A brief history of women’s roles at Los Alamos
National Laboratory during the Manhattan Project. Then, a

focused section on one female lab employee, Miriam White
Campbell.
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Women at the Los Alamos Manhattan Project >

THE WA NOW !

301

THOUSANDS OF A?‘P‘{)\Y‘ Women's Army Corps
SR LARICA United States Army

11% of the workforce at the wartime
Laboratory were women

40% of women working at the
Laboratory were members of the
Women'’s Army Corps (WAC)
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at the Los Alamos Manhattan Project

“Some of the wives were scientists in their own right, and
they, of course, were in great demand, but with labor at a
premium we could put to good use everyone we could get,

whether as secretaries or as technical assistants or as
teachers in the public school that we started for children.”
— Manhattan Project leader Gen. Leslie Groves

Los Alamos National Laboratory

Distribution of Worker Categories
(WACs and Women Civilians)

0,
5% 5%

14% 1%

@ Physicists, Chemists, and
Scientific Technicians

M "Computers” and
Mathematicians

DO Doctors, Nurses,
Biochemists, and Medical
Technicians

O Other Technical Workers

B Secretaries, Clerks, and
Other Administrative Staff
(Supply and Procurement)

Ointelligence and Security

B Personnel, Housing, and
Domestic Services
(Household and Laundry
Workers)

O Teachers and Childcare
Providers

M Unknown

The Women of Project Y: Working at the Birthplace of the Bomb

— NSRC Historian Ellen McGehee
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Mitiam White Campbell 7 x

“l could draw
anything they wanted
and | did.”
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Drawing Little Boy

— i
., [ “| didn’t know the physics. Just
ol = e | how to draw. And my training in
Jj_ B drawing was architectural. |
) TR e F R suppose now it would all be

done on the computer but at
that time somebody had to take
a pencil or pen and draw
everything.”

A uranium gun-type atomic weapon. 9,700
pounds, 10-feet long, and just over 2-feet in
diameter.

Note: These blueprints were not drawn by Miriam White Campbell, but are the same subject.
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Life at the Lab

RECEIPT FOR CLASSIFIED MATERIAL

. e i “I not only drew it, | cut out drawings,

RE: Receipt of -CLASSIFIED Material.

I ke i i i clenll iIsometric drawings, and cut it out so you

Yo the sender. 2
Duplicate to be retdined by the recipient addressed.

Triplicate retained by sender for suspense file. ! . co u Id see eve ryth i n g i n the bom b . ”»

I have personally received from (sender)_ gapt. R.C. Smith

2 P. 0. Box 1663, Santa Fe, New Mexico.
the CLASSIFIED material as identified below. I assume full responsibility for

the safe handling, storage, and transmittal elsewhere of this material in ac-
cordence with existing regulations of the 0.S.R.D, governing the handling of
CLASSIFIED material. The CLASSIFIED material, including inclosures and attach-
ments, is identified as follows: (In identifying CLASSIFIED material avoid any
reference which might cause the receipt form to become CLASSIFIED):

CLASS DESCRIPTION - : .
(Secret, Con- |Nature* (Letter, FROM : ADDRESSED TO DATED
fidential) Report, ete.) i "
Secret 3 sheets of drawings i ; >, ~ &
. 1 (signature)
s-121, RS | JIS- i 16 May 44

:
i

o M MY (date)

¥50: signed original - >« <
CC: carbon copy |
PC: photostat copy
. TC:; typed eQpy

{Register Number)
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Miriam’s Drawings Actualized
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“If we needed something, we had it.”— Miriam White Campbell discusses
the Lab’s commitment to providing the necessary resources to support the
creation of Little Boy.
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